
 

 

Lapid Family Experience 5777 

A New Alternative to 

Religious School 



Let us help Judaism fit into 

your family’s busy life! 

Is this Religious School 

for adults? No! It’s even 

better! 

Is it every Sunday? No! You make 

Judaism a part of your family’s 

everyday life! 

Do I need to know Hebrew? No! But you might pick 

some up along the way! 



Judaica for the 21st Century 

 

 Lapid (lah-pee’d) is a new Judaica alternative that 

strives to integrate Judaism and Jewish living with 

the lives of 21st century Jewish families. Judaism is 

not limited to the classroom and synagogue, and 

our activities together help contextualize Judaism 

and Jewish experiences with the world around us. 

 In lieu of Judaica classes, learners and families 

come together multiple times per year to engage in 

Jewish learning as a community. Each session 

contains a T’filah (worship) component, a meal 

(yum!), separate learning for adults and children, 

and a shared family experience.  

 Families shape the rest of their experiences 

together! Activities include attending services 

outside of Lapid, and engaging in a variety of 

experiences across the Jewish world. These can be 

done on your own schedule to accommodate your 

family’s busy lifestyle. All we ask is that together 

you write a journal entry about the experience and 

tell us how it helped your family have fun being 

Jewish together! 

 Check out Parts A, B, and C — three steps to a great 

family experience at Adath! 



A) Families attend 5 Lapid events throughout the 

year — there are 9 options, so pick what works 

for your schedule! Each event is on Shabbat, so 

either a Friday evening or Saturday afternoon. 

B) Attend a total of 9 worship services at Adath 

throughout the year. Lapid events count, so that’s 

only 4 in addition to Part A! This is a requirement 

for all 5th and 6th graders, so it’s easy to do with 

Lapid! 

C) Choose your own experience! On the back of 

this pamphlet, you will find a “menu” of Jewish 

experiences. Choose any combination to earn 

10 points by the end of the school year. 

How do we keep track of all of this? 

Rabbi Kleinman is here to help! Each family will have 

a Google Doc they share with her so everyone is on 

the same page. Each time you attend a program, 

service, or finish a project, check it off in the Google 

Doc and write about it! 



Friday, September 16, 
2016 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 

Friday October 21, 2016 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 

Friday, November 18, 
2016 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 

Friday, December 16, 
2016 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

Family Events 5777 

Saturday January 21, 2017 

11:30 AM -1:00 PM 

 

Saturday February 18, 
2017 

11:30 AM -1:00 PM 

 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 

Saturday April 22, 2017 

11:30 AM -1:00 PM 

 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 



Sample Family Experience 

A – Lapid 
Events (5) 

B – Services (9) 
C – Independent 
Choices (10 pts) 

September September Lapid Tashlich (1) 

October 
Rosh Hashanah 

Sanctuary 
Service 

Book report on 
Number the Stars 

(1) 

December 
Yom Kippur 

Sanctuary Service 

Trip to Museum of 
American Jewish 

History (3) 

March October Lapid Youth Choir (3) 

April December Lapid 
Mitzvah Cooking 

April (2) 

  
Bar Mitzvah on 

March 10th 
  

  March Lapid   

  April Lapid   

  
Bat Mitzvah on 

May 15th 
  



What’s a journal entry? 

TOGETHER, your family composes a journal entry 

for each independent experience you undertake. 

These go in the shared Google Doc where Rabbi 

Kleinman is able to read them. Please write your 

entries within 2 weeks of the activity to receive 

credit. We want your comments to still be fresh in 

your mind! Here are some samples of what your 

entry may look like! 

Tashlich 

We attended tashlich at the Sattinger’s house on Rosh 
Hashanah afternoon. We really liked seeing our Adath 
friends outside of the synagogue and being together 
after services. The songs we sang together helped put 
us in the mood to think about how we can be better 
next year. Each of us took a piece of bread and broke it 
into pieces to toss into the river. Each piece 
represented something bad we did last year that we 
promise to try not to do this coming year. On the car 
ride home, we talked together about how we can help 
each other achieve our goals of being better in the 
future. 



Our trip to the Museum of American Jewish History 

During winter break, we went to the Museum of American 
Jewish history. The museum is so big that we couldn’t 
cover everything in one day, so we focused on the third 
floor, called “Dreams of Freedom.” We were interested in 
this floor because it talked about the different places Jews 
came from all over the world and what they did once they 
came to America. Dad’s Bubbe and Zaydie came from 
Russia and settled in Philadelphia in the late 1800s. We 
learned about the Russian Jews who came here and what 
their families’ experiences were like. Some of them 
couldn’t find jobs so they walked around with big 
backpacks selling small things to people who needed 
them. They were called peddlers. There was also a video 
that showed a boat arriving in New York – the people on 
the boat looked so happy to come to America and the 
people on the docks were ready to greet them. We are 
lucky that our family arrived when they did, because the 
borders were closed to new immigrants soon afterwards. 

Youth Choir 

I’ve had so much fun being in the youth choir with Cantor 
Sandi! Besides eating pizza every Wednesday, I get to 
spend time with my friends and sing together. I like the 
new Mi Chamocha we learned and am excited to sing it at 
the next Family Shabbat service. I feel like I know some of 
the prayers much better because we practice them every 
week. When I come to services for Lapid or a Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah, it’s easy for me to sing along because I know the 
Hebrew already. I also listen very closely to the Rabbi’s 
sermon: if I can answer Cantor Sandi’s question at the end 
of services, I get a chance to take the puppy home until 
next practice! 



Mitzvah cooking 

This month, we came to the synagogue to help make food 
for families who do not have the money to buy food or the 
time to make it themselves. My first job was to wash the 
vegetables before they were cut up to make salads. There 
was a whole pile of cucumbers and I washed them and 
passed them to Dad to peel and slice. Once he sliced them, 
I brought them to the bowls of salad and put them in 
along with the lettuce and tomatoes. Then I got to help 
make cookies! I took the dough out of a big bowl and 
rolled it into balls to go onto the big cookie sheet. I 
thought about the family that would be receiving this food 
and hoped that a nice meal would help them through 
their tough time. My family has always had enough food, 
and not having dinner at the end of the day is a scary 
thought. I hope the family who gets this food has kids and 
they enjoy the cookies! We made them with lots of love 
and fun. 



What’s an Independent Family 

Project? 

It’s totally up to you! This is a project of your 

own family’s creation and undertaking. They 

fall into two categories— Study projects and 

Social Action projects. 

 

A Study project can explore 

any aspect of Judaism in which 

you’re interested! It could be a 

genealogy project tracing your 

roots, researching a holiday 

and creating your own new family tradition based 

on what you’ve learned,  or anything else you can 

imagine! When you have an idea, run it by Rabbi 

Kleinman and she can help you come 

up with something amazing.  



A Social Action project 

involves getting out in 

the community! If there 

is a cause near and dear to your hearts, spend 

time researching the organization and how it 

helps those involved. You can work together to 

raise awareness or create a team for a walk or 

run, volunteer regularly at a local non-profit— 

however you want to work together as a family 

to make the world a better place! When you 

have an idea in place, check with Rabbi 

Kleinman and she can help make this 

experience fantastic for your whole family. 



 

 Menu of Jewish Experiences 

1 Point  

Youth HHD experience 

Tashlich 

Volunteering at Shabbat 
Together, Shabbat with 
Friends 

Mitzvah Cooking 

AEFTY 3-4 or 5-6 event 

Book report on a Jewish 
book 

Sisterhood MLK Jr. Day 
Mitzvah Day 

Community Mitzvah Day 

Regular attendance at 
Sisterhood Shabbat @ 
Brightview  

2 Points 

Additional Shabbat or 
Holiday services 

Adult Education Class 

Men’s Club Brunch 
speaker 

Event @ JCC’s Arts, Books, 
and Culture Festival 

JCRC walk or speaker 

3 Points 

Additional Lapid session 

Regular participation in 
Youth Choir  

Trip to Museum of 
American Jewish 
History in Philadelphia, 
Holocaust Museum in 
DC, Tenement Museum 
in NYC, etc. 

4 Points 

JYK (6th graders) 

Independent Family Study 
project 

Independent Family Social 
Action project 

Regular participation in a 
Jewish Boy Scout 
Troop 

5 Points 

URJ Camp (Harlam, 6 
Points Sci-Tech, 6 
Points Sports, Kutz, 
etc). 

Israel Trip 

 

If you have another idea or suggestion, please don’t hesitate 
to ask! 


